
Cincinnati Fire/Rescue 
1997 Flood Incident 
After Action Report 

 
Day  Time Narrative  

3/1/97  0800  
Teletype message to fire companies to begin shutting off fire hydrants 
affected by rising water. E-18, T-18, E-23, T-3, E-14, T-14, E-17, E-37 & 
E-50 started inition shut-offs to flood state at 52 foot.  

3/2/97  0800  19 Fire Hydrants shut off for flood waters, T-14 Lt. Battle  
3/2/97  0800  39 fire hydrants shut off for rising flood waters, E-14 Lt. Coldiron  

3/2/97  0800  Chief Steidel & A/C Neal assess flood plain areas including Lindsey 
Motor Freight.  

3/2/97  0800  A/C Neal responded to mutual aid run in Kentucky for runaway barge.  
3/2/97  1005  Water in basement causing gas fumes - 215 Delta Ave., T-18 Lt. Robinson 
3/3/97  0040  Report of house floating in Ohio River - 7101 River Rd., Act Lt. Fuller  

3/3/97  0055  Rescued 5 people from flooded home - 3830 Kellogg Ave., E-18 Lt. 
Mueller  

3/3/97  0243  Report of runaway barge - 401 E. Pete Rose Way, D-1 DC Zompero  
3/3/97  0800  5 fire hydrants shut off for rising flood waters, T-14 Lt. Feckter  
3/3/97  0800  Basement flooded E-37 Fire Station with raw sewage  

3/3/97  0800  Kellogg Command set up for east side flooding, initially at Wilmer Ave., 
later moved to E-18s  

3/3/97  0800  DC Demasi assigned to D-4 to run flood activity on East Side  
3/3/97  0800  D-4 assigned to West Side flooding as District 5 Command  

3/3/97  0837  Rescue 2 persons from flood waters with john boat - 130 Lumsden St., E-
18 Lt. Holden  

3/3/97  1000  Boat 3 moved to E-18 station  

3/3/97  1000  Boats 3, 7 & 18 assigned to East End flood operations manned by E-18, T-
18, and E-23 fire fighters  

3/3/97  1000  Capt. Rottmueller assigned to D/C Demasi's Operations duties  
3/3/97  1000  Capt. Mundy to EOC liason duties  
3/3/97  1200  Rescued persons from high water - 5828 Croslin St., E-7 FF Lindsey  
3/3/97  1200  T-67 placed in service at E-7 station as a 24 hour OT detail  

3/3/97  1423  Trapped auto in flood area with person inside - 5055 Wooster Rd., E-49 
Lt. Duncan  



3/3/97  1508  Oil spill in flood waters - 5100 River Rd., E-37 Lt. Doss  

3/3/97  1510  Barricade high water on Wooster Rd. with autos driving through - E-49 
Lt. Duncan  

3/3/97  1812  Resp. with recovery boat for flood - 301 Plum St., E-17 Lt. Richardson  
3/3/97  1934  Sys. Mal in flood area - 417 W. Pete Rose Way, T-14 Lt. Feckter  
3/3/97  2130  E-68 placed in service at E-18 station as 24 hour OT detail  
3/3/97  2133  Sys. Mal. basement flooded - 417 W. Pete Rose Way, T-14 Lt. Feckter  

3/3/97  2251  Invest. auto with lights on in flood waters - 700 Pete Rose Way, E-3 Lt 
Shearman  

3/3/97  2305  Shut off gas & elec. due to flood waters - 5006 River Rd., E-37 Lt. Doss  
3/4/97  0738  Sys Mal flooded basement - 925 Eastern Ave., T-3 Capt. Barrow  

3/4/97  0800  District 5 River detail started at E-37 quarters to Command West Side 
Flood operations. Staffed at night by OT DCs.  

3/4/97  0800  Boat 17 makes marine fire runs downtown & West as boat 14 OOS for 
engine repairs  

3/4/97  1011  Gas fumes in flooded area CG&E burning off mercapten - 2801 Eastern 
Ave., T-23 Capt. Lakamp  

3/4/97  1102  Gas fumes in flooded area - 4100 Kellogg Ave., D-4 DC Boyle  

3/4/97  1104  Pumping water in flammable liquid tanks to fill during flood emergency, 
E-37 Lt. Clements  

3/4/97  1133  Sys Mal in flood area - 417 W. Pete Rose Way - T-14 Capt. Linz  
3/4/97  1133  Sys Mal in flooded area - 417 W. Pete Rose Way, T-14 Capt. Linz  
3/4/97  1219  Sys Mal in flood area - 49 Central Ave. - T-14 Capt. Linz  
3/4/97  1346  Sys Mal in flooded area - 1240 W. Mehring Way, T-17 Lt. Garbon  
3/4/97  1600  T-3 transfered salvage pump to E-18 for flood work, T-3 Capt. Barrow  
3/4/97  1718  Boat 18 invest. of flooded home - T-23 Capt. Lakamp  
3/4/97  1816  Person trapped in auto in flood waters - 6521 River Rd., E-50 Capt. Lautz 
3/4/97  1856  Bldg. search in flood area - 716 Delhi Ave., T-17 Lt. Garbon  
3/4/97  2004  Diesel fumes in flood area - 516 Linn St., E-14 Lt. Miller  
3/4/97  2227  Sys. mal. - 417 W. Pete Rose Way, L-14 Capt. Linz  

3/5/97  0246  Flood water in basement causing gas leak - 645 Delhi Ave., E-37 Lt. 
Clements  

3/5/97  0508  2 alarm fire 258 Worth St., D-4 DC Boyle  
3/5/97  0800  Boat 3 assisting C G & E, Kellogg Command  
3/5/97  0815  CNN tour flood by boat, Kellogg Command  
3/5/97  0824  sys mal in flood area - Boat 17 Lt. Wolf  
3/5/97  0930  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Reed  



3/5/97  0949  Elec. transfomer shorting with smoke in flood area- 495 Harriet St., T-17 
Hornback  

3/5/97  1000  Set up Ch 12 TV for boat survey - Kellogg Command  
3/5/97  1015  C G & E shut off Ntl. Gas to California area, Kellogg Command  
3/5/97  1030  Boat 7 rescued 4 people in California area, Kellogg Command  
3/5/97  1100  Boat crew assist CG&E - Central Ave., Kellogg Command  

3/5/97  1130  Caustic Soda tank leaning at Queen City Terminals 265,000 gal - Kellogg 
Command  

3/5/97  1130  Investigate fumes on Lunken Bike Trail, Kellogg Command  
3/5/97  1130  O'Rourke rigging to secure leaning caustic tank at Queen City Terminals  
3/5/97  1130  Rescue 2 people - 275 Sutton, Boat 7 Kellogg Command  
3/5/97  1145  SPCA to remove 2 Rottweiler dogs - Tennyson, Kellogg Command  

3/5/97  1300  Boat to standby for CG&E divers stopping gas leat at Longworth Hall, 
Kellogg Command  

3/5/97  1300  EOC established Capt. Binford assigned as liason  
3/5/97  1330  Tied off floating propane tank, Kellogg Command  
3/5/97  1354  Propane tank leaking - 262 Worth St., E-46 Lt. Deardorff  
3/5/97  1423  Victim rescue - Kellogg & Gassaway, Kellogg Command  

3/5/97  1435  Victim Robert Green refused to leave - 5155 Wooster, CR1 Kellogg 
Command  

3/5/97  1445  1 alarm fire McCollaugh & Kellogg  
3/5/97  1500  Boat 18 to 1 alarm McCollough & Kellogg Mike's Auto Body  

3/5/97  1515  Boat 18 to Kellogg & Dunham, victim refused to leave flooded home, 
Kellogg Command  

3/5/97  1530  Set up TV Ch 9 to boat tour of flood, Kellogg Command  

3/5/97  1550  Report of person jumped off a Ohio River bridge - 47100 Ohio River, E-3 
Lt. Coldiron  

3/5/97  1600  Boat 14 back in service for downtown marine runs, Boat 17 to West side  

3/5/97  1645  Propane tanks - 3830 Kellogg starting to tie off floating tanks, Kellogg 
Command  

3/5/97  1700  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Reed  
3/5/97  1852  Sys mal in flood area - 351 Wilmer Ave., E-68 Lt. Parker  
3/5/97  2225  Boat 7 rescued 2 on Eldorado, Kellogg Command  
3/6/97  0030  Serious leak in floodwall at Mehring way at Harriet, D-2  
3/6/97  0300  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Reed  
3/6/97  0400  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Reed  
3/6/97  0645  Boat 18 to 3752 Kellogg to victim Ed Moore - refused evac. staying on 



2nd floor, Kellogg Command  
3/6/97  0752  Drums in water - 205 Central, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/6/97  0800  Oil spill from drums on site - 205 Central Ave., Sq-52 Lt. Merz  
3/6/97  0940  Pre-Plan Adams Crossing, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/6/97  1150  Gas fumes in flood area - 3560 Eastern Ave., E-68 Lt. Texter  
3/6/97  1206  Person in bldg. - 300 Race, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/6/97  1215  Boat House water - Eastern Ave. D-1 DC Schubert  

3/6/97  1219  Fuel Tanker floated up Mill Creek to flood wall secured downstream - 925 
Linn St., D-2 DC Boyle  

3/6/97  1300  E-68 to fumes at Beechmont Circle, Kellogg Command  
3/6/97  1339  sys mal in flood area - 1240 W. Mehring Way, T-17 Capt. Winston  
3/6/97  1359  System Mal. - 670 Wilmer Ave., E-68, L-31, D-4  
3/6/97  1900  Gas requested to be restored on Worth by CG&E, Kellogg Command  
3/6/97  2000  Police request to check on victim at 3752 Kellogg, refused evac. again  

3/6/97  2145  C G & E reports that gas service to Wool & Worth cannot be restored until 
water receeds  

3/7/97  0800  Boat 7 delivered medication to residents of 6150 Kellogg  
3/7/97  0800  Fire Companies sent spare 1 3/4" nozzles for flood clean up  
3/7/97  0800  Tape of recovery team made  
3/7/97  0810  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/7/97  1030  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/7/97  1200  Kenwood & Bryson home checked, evac. refused, Kellogg Command  
3/7/97  1230  Boat 7 & CR1 rescued 1 injured and 2 other occupants from 6150 Kellogg 

3/7/97  1240  Boat 3 transported Health Dept. officials to view Queen City Terminal 
Tanks  

3/7/97  1252  System Malf. - 49 Central, T-14 Capt. Linz  
3/7/97  1252  System Malf. - 49 Central Ave. Squiri Foods, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/7/97  1430  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/7/97  1533  Rescue 7 persons - 417 W. Pete Rose Way, Boat #14 Lt. Miller  
3/7/97  1600  Boat 7 to Rohde & Panama to inves. possible looting  
3/7/97  1630  Absorbent pads for haz mat delivered to Kellogg Command & Boats  
3/7/97  1700  Food for flood detail workers established  
3/7/97  1800  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/7/97  2015  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/7/97  2230  Command van generator unable to start  
3/7/97  2236  Oil spill in flood area - 700 Pete Rose Way, Sq-52 Lt. Emley  



3/7/97  2300  Boat 3 placed on trailer & at E-3 quarters, river level too low for Boat 3 in 
flood areas  

3/8/97  0420  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Reed  
3/8/97  0428  Oil spill at - 700 Pete Rose Way, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/8/97  0700  Start of Flood Operations Plan EOC established A/C Kelly f-17  

3/8/97  0700  
5 new spare pumpers placed in service in 5 flooding comunities to clean 
up detail: Saylor Park, West End-Riverside, Downtown, East End, and 
California  

3/8/97  0700  Sq-52 maned by 4 certified Haz Mat Technicians at all times  

3/8/97  0700  Mac 1 staffed by 2 certified Haz Mat Technicians 0700-1900 hrs. daily to 
perform stranded drum detail in flood areas  

3/8/97  0800  2 Drums - 65 Thornton Ave. D-5 River Rd. Command  
3/8/97  0800  Drums found Nickel Plating material - 253 Tennyson, Kellogg Command 
3/8/97  0800  Drums found - Kellogg Command  

3/8/97  0800  Drums found Unk from Eastman Kodak - 2117 Eastern, Kellogg 
Command  

3/8/97  0800  Drums found paint & misc. chemicals - across from Turkey Ridge Park, 
Kellogg Command  

3/8/97  0800  Drums found Magic Coat - Carroll & Dumont, Kellogg Command  
3/8/97  0800  Drums found 50-70 of fuel oil - Hazen off Eastern, Kellogg Command  
3/8/97  0800  Drums found 2 propane tanks - Bertke & Wait, Kellogg Command  
3/8/97  0800  Drums found 2 unk. - Tennyson & Holbrook, Kellogg Command  

3/8/97  0800  Drums found 3, 55 gal. of gasoline - Penn St. ent. to Coney Island, 
Kellogg Command  

3/8/97  0800  Drums found numerous cans of paint & thinner - 2901 Eastern, Kellogg 
Command  

3/8/97  0800  Boat 18 to investigate possible gas leak, nothing found  
3/8/97  0818  Gasoline from undergrd tank - 311 Baymiller, E-14 Lt. Jahn  

3/8/97  0859  Cargill Grain Elevator, Malathion Spill - 5495 River Rd., D-5 DC 
Schubert  

3/8/97  0859  Malthion spill in flooded basement - 5459 River Rd., Sq-52Act Lt Jones  
3/8/97  0900  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Reed  
3/8/97  0927  Boat 7 to 5835 Valley Forde for gas leak, nothing found  
3/8/97  0939  Smoke smell in flood area - 262 Wilmer Ave., E-68 Lt. Herth  
3/8/97  0940  1 alarm at Wings Rest. on Wilmer  
3/8/97  1000  Boat 7 secured 5, 300 lb. Prpane tanks  
3/8/97  1000  E-68 turned on hydrant at Ferguson Antique Mall  



3/8/97  1100  E-68 extinguised outdoor fire at 4800 block of Columbia Parkway at 
Eastern  

3/8/97  1128  55 gal. drum by house in flood area labled Eastman Kodak Chem. - 2117 
Eastern Ave., E-23 Lt. Filgis  

3/8/97  1130  55 Gallon Drum - 2117 Eastern Ave. D-1 DC Reed  

3/8/97  1132  Boat 50 to check residence in flood area - 44 Thorton Ave. - E-50 Lt. 
Smith  

3/8/97  1150  Boat 7 to 5850 Bryson for odor of gasoline  
3/8/97  1230  Clean up planning - Pete Rose Way, A/C Neal  
3/8/97  1400  Boat 7 rescue 2 dogs - 2117 Eastern  

3/8/97  1605  2 drums in flood area, Muradic Acid & Paint Thinner - 65 Thorton Ave, 
E-50 Lt. Smith  

3/8/97  1650  Boat 7 first aid to resident at Eldorado & Kellogg  

3/8/97  1720  Oil slick 3700 Kellogg, Ferguson Antique Mall approx. 50 gallons of oil 
Sq. 52 assisted  

3/8/97  1847  Gas leak in flood area - 647 Halsey Ave., Lad 17 Lt. Hornback  
3/8/97  1900  Trash pumps to be used for clean up effort  
3/8/97  2000  Boat 3 at E-18 quarters  

3/8/97  2030  Request to pump basement at 130 Rohoe, Boat 3 found still in flooded 
area  

3/8/97  2215  Hose equipment to E-62 for street clean up at Broadway & Pete Rose  
3/9/97  0051  Sys mal in flood area - 105 E. Fourth St., T-14 Lt. Kleier  
3/9/97  0400  Fuel delivery to pumper on levee  

3/9/97  0700  EOC requested video taping of flood damage & clean up A/C Wright 
notified  

3/9/97  0730  Hyd turned on Kellogg & Wilmer, Kellogg & Stanley  
3/9/97  0800  Loaned hose to Antique Shop 3742 Kellogg for clean up  
3/9/97  0800  Oil spill in flood area - 3600 Kellogg Ave., Sq-52 Act Lt. Jones  
3/9/97  0810  Hazen St. fuel oil tank and propane tank found  
3/9/97  0845  2 Propane tanks found at Bertke & Wait  
3/9/97  0900  Patrol - Pete Rose Way to Delta, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/9/97  0900  Checked Heating Oil & Propane Hazard, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/9/97  0900  2-55 gal tanks fourn Tennyson & Holbrook  
3/9/97  0930  3-55 gal tanks of gasoline found on Penn St. entrance of Coney Island  

3/9/97  1000  D-1 DC Schubert reported paint & paint thinner in basement of 2901 
Eastern Ave.  

3/9/97  1016  Gas leak in flood waters - 5900 Croslin St., E-7 Lt. Trump  



3/9/97  1030  Barge loose on Ohio River Tow boats secured - 47500 Ohio River, D-5 
DC Walters  

3/9/97  1219  Gas fumes in basement of flood area - 2901 Eastern Ave., T-23 Lt. Lange 
3/9/97  1227  Drum in flood water - 925 Eastern Ave., E-3 Lt Shearman  
3/9/97  1250  Fumes from Paint cans - 2901 Eastern, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/9/97  1305  Assisted flooded business - Pete Rose Way, D-1 DC Schubert  
3/9/97  1415  Sutton Ave. opened one lane to Kellogg, D-4  

3/9/97  1430  Request by business owner to turn on hydrant E. of Wilmer on Eastern, E-
68  

3/9/97  1450  Secured Longworth Hall - D-1 DC Schubert  
3/9/97  1457  One alarm 2110 Eastern Ave. D-1 DC Schubert  
3/9/97  1631  Haz condition in flood area - 265 Delta Ave., E-18 Lt Holden  

3/9/97  1705  2-55gal across from 864 Mehring Way - 1 drum of anti-freeze, 1 drum 
hyd. fluid.  

3/9/97  1713  Drums in flood area - 824 W. Mehring Way, E-14 Lt. Ramstetter  
3/9/97  2322  Sys mal in flood area - 105 E. Fourth St., T-14 Lt. Poole  
3/10/97 0430  E-61 broke down with bad strater motor  

3/10/97 0700  E-68 staffed and assigned to stranded drum detail 0700 - 1900 hrs. then 
disbanded  

3/10/97 0727  Drums found in flood area - 6201 Kellogg Ave., E-7 Lt Davis  
3/10/97 0745  2 unk. haz 55 gal. drums - 6201 Kellogg Ave., Mac 1 Capt. Collini  
3/10/97 0800  Kellogg Ave. passable for emer. vehicles  
3/10/97 0800  E-68 to investigate barrells left in flood area  
3/10/97 0850  2-250 lb. LPG tanks secured - 50 Waite St., Mac 1 Capt. Collini  
3/10/97 0900  Mac 1 secured 2-250 lb. LPG tanks, 1 empty, 1 full, Kellogg Command  

3/10/97 0930  8 Drums investigated left with owner - Riverstar Park on Kellogg, Mac 1 
Capt. Collini  

3/10/97 1005  1 drum invest. empty - Bryson & Wait, Mac 1 Capt. Collini  
3/10/97 1025  Drums in nature preserve - 5400 Kellogg, Mac 1 Capt. Collini  
3/10/97 1040  2-55 gal durms - 5360 Kellogg, Mac 1 Capt. Collini  
3/10/97 1051  Sys mal in flood area - 36 E. Fourth St., T-14 Lt. Lavender  
3/10/97 1055  2-55 gal drums - 5300 Kellogg, Mac 1 Capt. Collini  
3/10/97 1200  T-68 disbanded  

3/10/97 1230  4-55 gal drums of gasoline, 1 drum oil, 1drum unk petroleum, 1 empty - 
NB I-275 exit to Kellogg, Mac 1 Capt. Collini  

3/10/97 1301  Sys mal in flood area - 1050 W. Mehring Way, T-17 Lt. Garbon  



3/10/97 1320  3-55 gal drums of used motor oil - Eastern & Tennyson, Mac 1 Capt. 
Collini  

3/10/97 1440  1-55 gal drum of motor oil, 1-300gal oil & gasoline mix, 1-40 lb. LPG - 
Coney Island west gate, mac 1 Capt. Collini  

3/10/97 1510  6 elec. transformers with possible PCBs, CG&E notified, 1-55 gal drum 
insecticide - Coney Island west gate, Mac 1 Capt. Collini  

3/10/97 1600  Reported 50 drums of unknow substances investigated by CFD haz mat, 2 
leaking drums treated as haz mat emergency  

3/10/97 1616  Sys mal in flood area - 230 W. Pete Rose Way, T-14 Lt. Lavender  
3/10/97 1627  Smoke odor in flooded bldgs. - 4740 River Rd., E-50 Capt. Lautz  

3/10/97 1630  1-55 gal gasoline tank, 1-2.5 gal gasoline tank, 1-55 gal of muratic acid, 1-
55 gal gasoline spill, Sq 52, mac 1, Car 502, E-31, Kellogg Command  

3/10/97 1743  Chemical drums left after flood waters receed - 7350 River Rd., E-50 
Capt. Lautz  

3/10/97 1745  275 gal oil tank owner pumping & cleaning, Mac 1 Capt. Collini  

3/11/97 0451  Water flow alarm when risers used for bldg. clean up - 1050 W. Mehring 
Way, T-17 Lt. Garbon  

3/11/97 0700  E-68 staffed and assigned to stranded drum detail 0700 - 1900 hrs. then 
disbanded  

3/11/97 0700  E-65 added to Clean up companies per EOC  
3/11/97 1255  Sys mal in flood area - 417 W. Pete Rose Way, T-14 Lt. Kleier  

3/11/97 1546  Shut off flowing stripped hydrant used in clean up - 1116 W. Mehring 
Way, E-17 Lt. Wolf  

3/11/97 1827  Sys mal in flood area - 3700 Kellogg Ave., E-18 Lt. White  

3/12/97 0700  
OT clean up companies reduced to 3 for Sayler Park, Downtown & East 
End - 2 companies assigned to E-18 for decontamination of CFD 
equipment  

3/12/97 0700  All OT companies work single OT shift from 0700 to 1900 hrs.  

3/12/97 0800  6 drums & propane tank leaking in front of Fore & Aft Rest. - dead end of 
Forbes St., Kellogg command  

3/13/97 0700  3 clean up companies continue, decon units discontinued  

3/13/97 0700  Clean up companies = 2 downtown, 1 East End. Companies perform 
decon specifically requested by National Guard  

3/13/97 0800  Mac 1 working the California neighorhood for drums  
3/14/97 0700  3 Clean up companies continue OT 0700-1900 hrs.  
3/14/97 0700  Sq-52 & Mac 1 continue Haz Mat & drum operations  
3/16/97 0800  Invest. drums Carrel St. at Holbrook & Kellogg 25 - 30 gasoline tanks  
3/16/97 0900  Invest. drums at 3755 Mead  



3/16/97 1000  Invest. drums in rear of truck - 4034 Eastern Ave.  
3/16/97 1100  Invest. drum on sidewalk - 5190 Wooster Pike  

3/16/97 1334  Response to large tank floating in river aprox. 20' X 10' - 3000 River Rd., 
T-17 Lt. Herth  

3/16/97 1356  Resp to smoking portable kerosene heater - 4618 River Rd., T-17 Lt. 
Herth  

3/17/97 0700  E-62 in California neighborhood for clean-up  
3/17/97 0700  E-63 to Schmidt Field for clean-up  

3/17/97 1000  30 small containers of unk haz mat - Southside in rear of Cargil Co., Mac 
1  

3/17/97 1630  Mac 1 called in 2 Drums to EEI - 228 Idaho, mac 1 FF Froelicher  

3/17/97 1630  Mac 1 called in 6 Drums, 1 fuel tank, 1 LPG tank - 20 Wilkens Short, mac 
1 FF Froelicher  

3/17/97 1630  Mac 1 called in 3 Drums, 1 fuel tank, 1-5gal can - 6135 River Road, mac 1 
FF Froelicher  

3/17/97 1900  Mac 1 Haz Mat and Clean-up details secured 1900 hrs. - 2-4 man Decon 
details and D-6 to continue tomorrow  

 


